




MINUTES
GREATER PHARR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2023

118 S. CAGE BLVD, PHARR, TX 78577

The Greater Pharr Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors met on Tuesday, 
May 2, 2023, at 12:02 p.m. and the following is the record of attendance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mario Lizcano
Sonia Falcon
Alex Rios
Jose Delgado
Ernesto Sepulveda
Alma Caso
Dr. Annabell Palomo
Lisann McAlpine

MEMBERS ABSENT: Laura Warren
Johnny Rodriguez 

STAFF PRESENT: Marcela Beas, President/CEO
Eloina Gonzalez, Membership Manager
Erica Martinez, Chamber Specialist

ITEM 1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:

A) ROLL CALL AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE EXCUSING OF ANY ABSENT 
MEMBER

Mario Lizcano, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m. Roll call 
established a quorum.

Board Member Alex Rios moved to excuse absent members. Board Member Dr. 
Annabelle Palomo seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

ITEM 2.  ORGANIZATIONAL BUSINESS:

A) APPROVAL OF MINUTES: APRIL 4, 2023 – REGULAR CALLED MEETING

Mario Lizcano, Chairman, introduced the item. 



Board Member Sonia Falcon moved to approve. Board Member Dr. Annabelle 
Palomo seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

B) TREASURER’S REPORT OF ACCOUNT SUMMARY PERIOD ENDING ON 
APRIL  30, 2023

Mario Lizcano, Chairman, introduced the item.

Board Member Sonia Falcon recommended providing a full annual budget report 
for the following Board meeting. 

Board Member Alex Rios moved to approve. Board Member Anabel Caso 
seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

ITEM 3: ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

A) PRESIDENT’S ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

Mario Lizcano, Chairman, introduced the item.

1. MEMBERSHIPS REPORTS

Eloina Gonzalez, Membership Manager, stated memberships as of May 2023, were 
one hundred and twenty-one (121) total active members. Fifteen (15) were new members 
in the month of May, of that seven (7) were annual renewals.  

2. CURRENT PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES

Chairman, Mario Lizcano, thanked Commissioner Daniel Chavez and Ricardo 
Medina for being in attendance in support for National Small Business Week.  

Marcela Beas, Chamber President, reported ToGive was a non-profit organization 
and was one of the ten business what were awarded a grant for small businesses. She 
stated the Pharr Economic Development Corporation would assist in bringing those 
businesses to join the Chamber as members.   

Marcela Beas, Chamber President, further reported National Small Business 
Week was April 30, 2023 to May 6, 2023 and stated this would be promoted in social 
media to highlight how to support businesses. At this time, Ms. Beas introduced four 
businesses that were in attendance to share a little about their business. 

Jerry Maddox, owner of Fazoli’s, shared how his business overcame the Covid 
pandemic with the tools and resources the community provided to help his business 



become successful. Board Members thanked Mr. Maddox for being a continued supporter 
and valued member of the Chamber. 

Mario Cruz, owner of Edith’s Mexican Buffet, shared where his business originated 
and the driving force behind his successful business. Board Members congratulated Mr. 
Cruz on his success. 

Hugo Rodriguez, owner of Cookieco. Bakery Café, thanked the City of Pharr and 
the Chamber for their support during the process of opening the family-owned business. 
Mr. Rodriguez shared how his business came to be and stated he looked forward to being 
a valued member of the Chamber. 

Isaac Quiroga, owner of Elbow’s Mac N’ Cheese, shared how he started his 
business and the vision he had on helping the community and other businesses in Pharr. 
Board Members congratulated Mr. Quiroga on his success. 

Lastly, Marcela Beas, Chamber President, thanked the business owners for 
National Small Business Week and for allowing the Pharr Chamber of Commerce to be 
a part of their journey. Board Member Alex Rios stated the Greater Pharr Chamber of 
Commerce was a great resource center to help businesses become successful.

At this time, Chairman Mario Lizcano stated they would go into closed session. 
There was no objection. 

ITEM 4. CLOSED SESSION: IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 551 OF THE TEXAS 
GOV'T. CODE, THE BOARD HEREBY GIVES NOTICE THAT IT MAY MEET IN A 
CLOSED (NON-PUBLIC) EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS THE ITEMS LISTED 
ON THE PUBLIC PORTION OF THE MEETING AGENDA IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE FOLLOWING BELOW.
     
 The time being 12:50 p.m., Chairman Lizcano stated the board would be entering 
into closed session in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Govt. Code to discuss 
agenda items listed in the public portion of the agenda and Pursuant to Sections 551.071, 
551.072, 551.074, 551.076, 551.084 and 551.087.

ITEM 5: RECONVENE

The time being 1:55 p.m., Chairman Lizcano stated the commission would be 
resuming the open meeting.

ITEM 6: ADJOURNMENT



There being no further business Board Member, Lisann McAlpine moved to 
adjourn. Board Member Alex Rios seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 1:55 PM. 

_________________________
Mario Lizcano, Chairman

_________________________
Alex Rios, Vice Chairman

_________________________
Alma Caso, Secretary
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