






                                                               

AGENDA MEMORANDUM

BOARD: City Commission  AGENDA ITEM #: 3.A.
  DATE SUBMITTED: September 10, 2020
  MEETING DATE: September 14, 2020
   

FROM: Hilda Pedraza, City Clerk  DEPARTMENT: Finance
   

DIRECTOR: Karla Saavedra   

Agenda Item: Public Hearing: Solicitation of Comments from the general public on 
the 2020 Tax Year Proposed Property Tax Rate for the City of Pharr.

Classification: Regular
 (* If closed session, City Attorney must review and approve.)
  

Exclude Material from Public Packet? No
Reason:  
 

Issue: 
 

Financial Consideration: 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
 

Alternatives: 
 

ROUTING:
Hilda Pedraza Created/Initiated - 9/10/2020
Karla Saavedra New - 8/31/2020
City Management Office



NOTICE OF 2020 TAX YEAR PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX 
RATE FOR CITY OF PHARR

A tax rate of $0.7176 per $100 valuation has been proposed for adoption by the governing body of City of 
Pharr. 

PROPOSED TAX RATE 0.7176$          per $100
NO-NEW TAX REVENUE TAX RATE 0.7037$          per $100
VOTER APPROVAL TAX RATE 0.7493$          per $100

The no-new revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2020 tax year that will raise the same amount of property 
tax revenue for City of Pharr from the same properties in both the 2019 tax year and the 2020 tax year.

The voter approval rate is the highest tax rate that City of Pharr may adopt without holding an election to seek 
voter approval rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new revenue tax rate. This means that City of Pharr is proposing 
to increase property taxes for the 2020 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATA WILL BE HELD ON September 14, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. at City 
of Pharr 118 C. Cage Blvd. Pharr, TX 78577, Second floor Commissioners’ room.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, City of Pharr is not required 
to hold an election at which voters may accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express 
your support for or the opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the City Manager’s Office of the City 
of Pharr at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned.

YOUR TAX OWED UNDER ANY OF THE ABOVE RATES CAN BE CALCULATED AS
 FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount= (rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100

          

FOR the proposal:

AGAINTS the proposal:

PRESENT and not voting:

ABSENT:



The 86th Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval rate is calculated to limit the rate of 
growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by City of Pharr last 
year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by City of Pharr this year.

2019 2020 Change
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) 0.7176 0.7176 0%

Average homestead taxable value 83,126$                       90,533$                9%

Tax on average homestead 597$                              650$                      53$                   

Total tax levy on all properties 19,244,273$              21,387,202$      2,142,929$   

For assistance or detailed information about tax calculations, please contact:

Pablo (Paul) Villarreal, Jr.
City of Pharr Tax Assessor-Collector

2804 S Business Hwy 2281
Edinburg, TX 78539 (956) 318-2157

propertytax@hidalgocountytax.org

http://www.hidalgocountytax.org

mailto:propertytax@hidalgocountytax.org
http://www.hidalgocountytax.org/


                                                               

AGENDA MEMORANDUM

BOARD: City Commission  AGENDA ITEM #: 4.A.
  DATE SUBMITTED: September 9, 2020
  MEETING DATE: September 14, 2020
   

FROM: Karla Saavedra, Finance Director  DEPARTMENT: Finance
   

DIRECTOR:   

Agenda Item: Consideration and action , if any, on Ordinance adopting Tax Rate for 
FY 2020-2021. (Adoption on 1st Reading)

Classification: Regular
 (* If closed session, City Attorney must review and approve.)
  

Exclude Material from Public Packet? No
Reason:  
 

Issue: Per Texas Local Tax Code Chapter 26, cities need to officially make a motion to 
adopt a tax each Fiscal Year. 

Proposed Tax Rate ¢ .7176

(See attached ordinance)

 

Financial Consideration: 
 

Staff Recommendation: "I move that the property tax rate be increased by the 
adoption of tax rate of ¢.7176, which is effectively an .49% percent increase in the tax 
rate" 
 

Alternatives: 
 

ROUTING:
Karla Saavedra Created/Initiated - 9/9/2020
Patricia Rigney Approved - 9/9/2020
City Management Office New - 9/16/2019



      ORDINANCE NO: O-2019-39

AN ORDINANCE SETTING THE TAX RATE AND LEVYING 
                      AD VALOREM TAXES FOR THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS                          

BEGINNING FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 1, 2020 AND ENDING
SEPTEMBER 30, 2021, DIRECTING THE ASSESSMENT AND

COLLECTION THEREOF, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF
PHARR, TEXAS:

WHEREAS the Board of Commissioners finds that the tax rate for the fiscal year
2020-2021, as hereinafter levied for current operating expenses, and capital outlays, to 
pay interest and to provide the sinking fund on outstanding bonds of the City issued for 
municipal purposes must be levied to provide the revenue requirements of the approved 
and adopted budget for said fiscal year.

WHEREAS THIS TAX RATE WILL RAISE MORE TAXES 
FOR MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS THAN LAST YEAR’S 
TAX RATE

WHEREAS THE TAX RATE WILL EFFECTIVELY BE RAISED 
BY 0.49% AND WILL RAISE MORE TAXES FOR 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS ON A $100,000 HOME BY 
APPROXIMATELY by $4.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: That there is hereby fixed, levied and assessed for the fiscal year
beginning October 1, 2020, and ending September 30, 2021, an ad valorem tax of                                
on each $100 valuation of property within the limits of the City of Pharr and not exempt 
from taxation by valid law; that such ad valorem tax shall be apportioned between the 
interest and sinking fund and the general fund as follows:

M & O                  $ .56710
           I & S   $ .1505

TOTAL RATE                    $ .7176            



SECTION 2: The Tax Assessor and Collector of the City of Pharr, is hereby 
directed to assess for such fiscal year the rate herein fixed and levied, and to collect 
such taxes in accordance with this Ordinance.

SECTION 3: The fact that the fixing and levying of Ad Valorem taxes is of great
importance to the order, health, safety and general welfare of the public creates an 
emergency.  The requirement that this Ordinance is to be read on three (3) separate 
meetings is hereby waived and dispensed with and this Ordinance shall take effect and 
be in full force from and after its passage and approval. Publication may also be in 
caption form as allowed under Section 9 of the Pharr City Charter.  

“THIS TAX RATE WILL RAISE MORE TAXES FOR 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS THAN LAST YEAR’S TAX 
RATE”

“THE TAX RATE WILL EFFECTIVELY BE RAISED BY 0.49% 
AND WILL RAISE MORE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE AND 
OPERATIONS ON A $100,000 HOME BY APPROXIMATELY by 
$4.00”

APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF
THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS, on this the     14th    day of   September 2020.

CITY OF PHARR

_____________________________________
AMBROSIO “AMOS” HERNANDEZ, MAYOR

ATTEST:

_____________________________           
HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK



                                                               

AGENDA MEMORANDUM

BOARD: City Commission  AGENDA ITEM #: 
  DATE SUBMITTED: September 10, 2020
  MEETING DATE: September 14, 2020
   

FROM: Hilda Pedraza, City Clerk  DEPARTMENT: Administration
   

DIRECTOR:   

Agenda Item: Pursuant to Section 551.071, the Board may convene in a closed, non-
public meeting with its attorney and discuss any matters related to legal advice on 
pending or contemplated litigation, settlement offer, and/or on a matter in which 
the duty of the attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary 
Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with 
this chapter.  The City and its attorney may also discuss such issues with the 
appropriate staff so as to obtain necessary and relevant information so that such 
discussion is informative and developed.

Classification: Regular
 (* If closed session, City Attorney must review and approve.)
  

Exclude Material from Public Packet? No
Reason:  
 

Issue: 
 

Financial Consideration: 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
 

Alternatives: 
 

ROUTING:
Hilda Pedraza Created/Initiated - 9/10/2020



                                                               

AGENDA MEMORANDUM

BOARD: City Commission  AGENDA ITEM #: 
  DATE SUBMITTED: September 10, 2020
  MEETING DATE: September 14, 2020
   

FROM: Hilda Pedraza, City Clerk  DEPARTMENT: Administration
   

DIRECTOR:   

Agenda Item: Pursuant to Section 551.072, the Board may convene in a closed, non-
public meeting to discuss any matters related to real property and deliberate the 
purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property as such would be 
detrimental to negotiations between the City and a third party in an open 
meeting.  The City and its attorney may also discuss such issues with the appropriate 
staff so as to obtain necessary and relevant information so that such discussion is 
informative and developed. 

Classification: Regular
 (* If closed session, City Attorney must review and approve.)
  

Exclude Material from Public Packet? No
Reason:  
 

Issue: 
 

Financial Consideration: 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
 

Alternatives: 
 

ROUTING:
Hilda Pedraza Created/Initiated - 9/10/2020



                                                               

AGENDA MEMORANDUM

BOARD: City Commission  AGENDA ITEM #: 
  DATE SUBMITTED: September 10, 2020
  MEETING DATE: September 14, 2020
   

FROM: Hilda Pedraza, City Clerk  DEPARTMENT: Administration
   

DIRECTOR:   

Agenda Item: Pursuant to Section 551.074, the Board may convene in a closed, non-
public meeting to discuss any matters related to appointment, employment, 
evaluation, reassignment, duties and discipline or dismissal of a public officer 
or employee and to hear any complaints or charges against an officer or 
employee.  The City and its attorney may also discuss such issues with the 
appropriate staff including members so as to obtain necessary and relevant 
information so that such discussion is informative and developed.

Classification: Regular
 (* If closed session, City Attorney must review and approve.)
  

Exclude Material from Public Packet? No
Reason:  
 

Issue: 
 

Financial Consideration: 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
 

Alternatives: 
 

ROUTING:
Hilda Pedraza Created/Initiated - 9/10/2020



                                                               

AGENDA MEMORANDUM

BOARD: City Commission  AGENDA ITEM #: 
  DATE SUBMITTED: September 10, 2020
  MEETING DATE: September 14, 2020
   

FROM: Hilda Pedraza, City Clerk  DEPARTMENT: Administration
   

DIRECTOR:   

Agenda Item: Pursuant to Section 551.076, the Board may convene in a closed, non-
public meeting to discuss any matters on the deployment, or specific occasions for 
implementation, of security personnel or devices.  The City and its attorney may 
also discuss such issues with the appropriate staff so as to obtain necessary and 
relevant information so that such discussion is informative and developed.

Classification: Regular
 (* If closed session, City Attorney must review and approve.)
  

Exclude Material from Public Packet? No
Reason:  
 

Issue: 
 

Financial Consideration: 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
 

Alternatives: 
 

ROUTING:
Hilda Pedraza Created/Initiated - 9/10/2020



                                                               

AGENDA MEMORANDUM

BOARD: City Commission  AGENDA ITEM #: 
  DATE SUBMITTED: September 10, 2020
  MEETING DATE: September 14, 2020
   

FROM: Hilda Pedraza, City Clerk  DEPARTMENT: Administration
   

DIRECTOR:   

Agenda Item: Pursuant to Section 551.084, the Board may convene in a closed, non-
public meeting to discuss any matters involving an investigation and may exclude a 
witness from hearing during the examination of another witness in the 
investigation.  The City and its attorney may also discuss such issues with the 
appropriate staff so as to obtain necessary and relevant information so that such 
discussion is informative and developed.

Classification: Regular
 (* If closed session, City Attorney must review and approve.)
  

Exclude Material from Public Packet? No
Reason:  
 

Issue: 
 

Financial Consideration: 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
 

Alternatives: 
 

ROUTING:
Hilda Pedraza Created/Initiated - 9/10/2020



                                                               

AGENDA MEMORANDUM

BOARD: City Commission  AGENDA ITEM #: 
  DATE SUBMITTED: September 10, 2020
  MEETING DATE: September 14, 2020
   

FROM: Hilda Pedraza, City Clerk  DEPARTMENT: Administration
   

DIRECTOR:   

Agenda Item: Pursuant to Section 551.087, the Board may convene in a closed, non-
public meeting to discuss any matters regarding economic development issues. 
 The City and its attorney may also discuss such issues with the appropriate staff so 
as to obtain necessary and relevant information so that such discussion is informative 
and developed.

Classification: Regular
 (* If closed session, City Attorney must review and approve.)
  

Exclude Material from Public Packet? No
Reason:  
 

Issue: 
 

Financial Consideration: 
 

Staff Recommendation: 
 

Alternatives: 
 

ROUTING:
Hilda Pedraza Created/Initiated - 9/10/2020
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