
416 MINUTES

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR CALLED MEETING

MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2017

118 SOUTH CAGE 2nd FLOOR

The Board of Commissioners of the City of Pharr, Texas,  met in a Regular Called

Meeting on Monday, April 17, 2017 and following is the record of attendance.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Mayor Ambrosio Hernandez
Comm. Eleazar Guajardo

Comm. Roberto Carrillo
Mayor Pro-Tem Oscar Elizondo, Jr.
Comm. Edmund Maldonado
Comm. Ricardo Medina

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:     Comm. Mario Bracamontes

STAFF PRESENT: Juan G. Guerra, City Manager
Edward Wylie, Asst. City Manager
Hilda Pedraza, City Clerk
Imelda Barrera, Asst. City Clerk
Omar Anzaldua, City Engineer
Gary Rodriguez, Events Center Dir.
Michael Gonzalez, Finance Department
Anali Cantu, HR Director

Rodolfo Martinez, Municipal Court Judge
Javier Gonzalez, Asst. Police Chief
Leonardo Perez, Fire Chief
Melanie Cano, Development Services Dir.
Rene Saenz, Asst. Public Works Director
David Garza, Public Utilities Dir.
Sergio Alains, Parks & Rec. Dir.

Raul Garza, CDBG Director

Adolfo Garcia, Library Director
Jason Arms, I. T. Director

Fred Brouwen, Bridge Operations Dir.

CITY ATTORNEY Patricia Rigney, Attorney

ITEM 1 CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Hernandez called the meeting to order at 5:02 p. m.  Roll Call

established a quorum.

A) ROLL CALL AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE EXCUSING OF ANY ABSENT
MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING BODY

Comm.  Guajardo moved to excuse the absent member.  Comm.  Carrillo

seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

B)   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ INVOCATION

Juan G.  Guerra,  City Manager,  led in the pledge of allegiance and David
Garza said the invocation.

ITEM 2 PUBLIC COMMENTS/ PUBLIC HEARINGS

A) PUBLIC COMMENTS

Juan G.  Guerra,  City Manager,  introduced the item and called upon Pharr
Community Theater. No one was present.
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Kenneth C. Fletcher spoke about the home occupation by former City Attorney
Miguel Angel Pruneda back in 2013 and voiced his concern with taxpayer monies
being spend on his services.  He also spoke about former PEDC individual' s
negotiations with Costco and stated activities were carried over to this date.  Mr.

Fletcher voiced his concern with public health issues stating individuals that obtain
alcohol/ health permits were not wearing their nametags.  He stated they should
comply with city ordinances.

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, called upon Crisanto Garcia. Mr. Garcia was not
present.

Frankie Herrera voiced his concern with no texting while driving and stated in
June he was hit by a vehicle and the person was clearly not paying attention to the
road. As a result,  he was in ICU for five days with fractured bones and ribs.  Mr.

Herrera further mentioned he had been protesting at the intersection of Cage and Old
Business 83 and in front of City Hall.  He requested the Commission to pass an
ordinance.

David Magallan extended an invitation to everyone to attend the No Puedo Callar
Christian concert on May 5, 2017 at the Boggus Ford Events Center.

At this time, Mayor Hernandez informed the public that Ordinance No. 0-2012- 32
has been in place since August 21, 2012 in regards to no texting and driving.  He
stated public safety is the City's number one concern and fire and police need to
make sure everything is followed accordingly.

B)  PUBLIC HEARING ON DEVELOPMENT SERVICES CASES

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item. No one signed- up to speak
therefore, the public hearing was closed.

ITEM 3 CITY MANAGER' S REPORTS

A) SUBMISSION OF MARCH 2017 TAX COLLECTION REPORT (FINANCE)

Juan G.  Guerra,  City Manager,  introduced the tax collection report and

stated both current and delinquent taxes were up. He further stated the city was
doing fine.

B)   SUBMISSION OF APRIL 2017 SALES TAX COLLECTION REPORT
FINANCE)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the sales tax collection report and
stated the entire region was experiencing a negative sales tax collection rate for
the month of April. He explained last year the city received a one-time payment
but outside of that, sales tax were up by 1. 55%.

C)  CONSULTANTS QUARTERLY REPORT (ADMINISTRATION)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the consultants quarterly report
and stated Hollis Rutledge and Ezequiel Ordonez were present for any
questions. No questions were asked.

D) CITY EVENTS OF INTEREST (ADMINISTRATION)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager introduced the City Events of Interest.
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Mr. Guerra reported the South Texas Training Center would be holding their
20th Anniversary Ribbon Cutting on April 20,  2017 at 10: 30 a. m.  at 213 E.

Ferguson, in Pharr. He stated this vocational school offers 1- 2 year certifications
in the medical field. He also announced PSJA PTI House Ribbon Cutting would
be held on April 21, 2017 at 9:30 a. m. at 325 W. Jones, in Pharr and stated this
home was purchased and remodeled by PSJA to assist special needs students

in helping them adapt to a real life environment on their own. Mr. Guerra further
reported a ribbon cutting for IDEA Pharr would take place on April 21, 2017 at
9: 00 a. m.  at 600 E.  Las Milpas Road,  in Pharr.  He stated the event would

consist of a city, Lionsville, within the school where kids mirror a real life city.
Their city will include businesses such as Home Depot,   and a police

department.  The children will participate as business owners or business
managers and citizens.

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, further reported a ribbon cutting for Ramirez
Elementary would take place on April 27,  2017 at 10: 00 a. m.  at 1920 N.

Hibiscus,  in Pharr.  He also reported a Get Financially Fit —  SBA Financial

Literacy Training would take place on April 27, 2017 at 10:00 a. m. at the Pharr
Memorial Library. He stated this is an informational seminar for businesses to
learn how to understand credit, improve their budget and reach financial goals.
Mr. Guerra also reported Palm Valley Funeral Home would be holding a ribbon
cutting on May 2, 2017 at 4:00 p. m. at 4607 N. Sugar Road, in Pharr.

Juan G.  Guerra,  City Manager,  reminded everyone the National Day of
Prayer would be on May 4, 2017 and invited the community to come together
and pray as one for one hour. The event would begin at 12 noon at City Hall
parking lot and the Walk of Faith would begin at 6: 00 p. m. at Ashley Furniture in
continuation with the celebration of National Day of Prayer.

Juan G.  Guerra,  City Manager,  announced the Pharr Memorial Library

would be hosting Dia de los Libros/ Ninos on April 27, 2017 from 6:00 p. m. to
8: 00 p. m.  and in celebration of Dia de los Ninos.  Mr.  Guerra also reported

registrations for swimming lessons would begin on Saturday, April 22, 2017 and
at the Parks and Recreation website and at their offices located at 413 E. Clark.

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, invited the community to attend the ARISE
Youth Group Earth Day celebration on Saturday, April 22, 2017 from 9: 00 a. m.
to 12:00 p. m. at the Universal Estates Park located at 300 E. Comet Drive.  Mr.

Guerra reported the Bridge Department would be hosting a BridgeConnect
Trade Session on April 26 and 27, 2017 from 9: 00 a. m. to 11: 00 a. m. at Tierra
Del Sol Golf Course. He stated this seminar is an ACE Outreach Seminar with
topics such as the latest on ACE filing and tips from experience.

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, invited everyone to attend the Community
Development Block Grant Day on Wednesday, April 19, 2017 from 10: 00 a. m.
to 2: 00 p. m. at City Hall lobby area. Mr. Guerra further reported on upcoming
events at the Boggus Ford Events Center.

At this time,  Juan G.  Guerra,  City Manager,  recognized firefighter Jose

Perez as this year's Firefighter of the Year. He stated the Rio Grande Valley
Firefighters and Fire Marshal' s Association consisting of 37 fire departments
from Zapata to Cameron Counties recognized Mr. Perez as Firefighter of the
Year at their Quarterly Meeting on April 9,  2017.  He stated the criteria

considered for the award was attitude, work knowledge, creativity, ability and
innovation,     department involvement,     community involvement,     and

heroism/ bravery.   He stated Firefighter Perez has been involved in our

department for eight years and has demonstrated a complete knowledge of his
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job duties and a great team member on his crews while responding to calls. He
has made our physical fitness training fun by implementing boxing exercises
into our program which the firefighters have enjoyed and has volunteered his
time with the Pharr Police Athletic League as a boxing coach for the youth of
Pharr. Mr. Perez has helped a fire victim bring their home into compliance after
a major fire damaged their electrical wiring at no cost to the family. Firefighter
Perez thanked the Commission and staff for the recognition and stated he was
very proud of working for our city.

At this time,  Comm.  Elizondo recognized David Garza,  Public Utilities

Director,  for his years of service and wished him good luck in his future
endeavors.

ITEM 4 CONSENT AGENDA

A) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR APRIL 3,  2017 CITY COMMISSION
REGULAR CALLED MEETING (ADMINISTRATION)

B)   CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON REQUEST FROM PSJA
EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL FOR THE USE OF THE TIERRA DEL
SOL GOLF COURSE AND WAIVE GREEN FEES FOR THEIR BEAR
SCHOLARSHIP CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT ON MAY 13,  2017
PARKS/ PAL)

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,    IF ANY,   AUTHORIZING CITY

MANAGER TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR PROPOSED TRAFFIC
SIGNAL MODIFICATIONS:   MOORE RD.   AT CAGE BLVD.   AND
JACKSON RD. ( ENGINEERING)

D)   CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,   IF ANY,   ON DEVELOPMENT
SERVICES CASES:

1. JOHN M. GARCIA, REPRESENTING AEP TEXAS, INC REQUESTED A LIFE-
OF-THE- USE SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW A STATIC VAR

COMPENSATOR ( SVC) STATION IN A LIMITED INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT ( L- 1).
THE PROPERTY IS LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS BEING A TRACT OF LAND
CONTAINING 5.68 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, BEING A PART OR PORTION OF
LOT 93, KELLY-PHARR SUBDIVISION, PHARR, HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS.
THE PROPERTY' S PHYSICAL ADDRESS IS 5050 NORTH CAGE BOULEVARD.
SUP# 1 70317

2. RAUL FONG, D/ B/A JUNCTION CAFE, REQUESTED RENEWAL OF THE
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES FOR ON- PREMISE CONSUMPTION IN A BUSINESS DISTRICT
C- 2). THE PROPERTY IS LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS LOT 1 AND THE S7' OF

LOT 2, BLOCK 1, J. T. DOSTER SUBDIVISION, PHARR, HIDALGO COUNTY,
TEXAS.  THE PROPERTY' S PHYSICAL ADDRESS IS 11 SOUTH CAGE
BOULEVARD.  CUP#911291

3.   SERGIO R.   GARCIA,   D/ B/A ARAGON MUSIC HALL,   REQUESTED

RENEWAL OF THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW THE SALE OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON- PREMISE CONSUMPTION IN A GENERAL
BUSINESS DISTRICT  ( C). THE PROPERTY IS LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS
BEING LOTS 1, 2 & 4, REPLAT OF LOT 1, MEXICAN FIESTA SUBDIVISION
UNIT NO. I AND LOT 1, MEXICAN FIESTA SUBDIVISION UNIT NO. 2 PHARR,
HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS. THE PROPERTY' S PHYSICAL ADDRESS IS 1300
WEST NOLANA.  CUP#100313
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4.  SEBASTIAN A.  SOBCZAK,   D/ B/A LA OFRENDA,   LLC,   REQUESTED

RENEWAL OF THE CONDITIONALLATE I

ALLOWTOL LION-PREMISE

CONSUMPTION IN A LIMITED INDUSTRIAL DI I     ( L- Q. THE PROPERTY I
LEGALLYI L RE- PLAT 1  , STEEL HORSE

INDUSTRIALSUBDIVISION,,   HIDALGO COUNTY, T THE

PROPERTY'S PHYSICALADDRESSIS 5704

CUP# 130109

5.  FUERA DIE LLC,  D/ B/AT,

REQUESTED RENEWAL OF THE CONDITIONALI TO ALLOW

SALE OF ALCOHOLICICONSUMPTION IN A
BUSINESSGENERALI TI C).   THE PROPERTY IS LEGALLY

DESCRIBED AS .071 TRACT OF LAND, MORE OR LESS, OUT OF

PLAZA1 LOT1 SUBDIVISION, PHARR, HIDALGO

COUNTY,  TEXAS.  THE PROPERTY' S PHYSICALIS 1101 EAST
NOLANALOOP.   CUP# 150101

PLATS:

ENGINEERING6.  R.  GUTIERREZ IREPRESENTING CRUZ

CORTEZ AND ENRIQUETA CORTEZ, T LI IPLAT

APPROVAL CORTEZ SUBDIVISION.THEI

LEGALLY1BED AS BEING A 2.15TOF LAND OUT OF LOT
125, SUBDIVISION, PHARR, HIDALGOTHE

PROPERTY IS LOCATED WITHINTHE 300 BLOCKT ELDORA ROAD.
SUB# 151126

MELDEN & HUNT INC.,  REPRESENTING TOMAS CORONA, REQUESTED

PRELIMINARY PLAT APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED DELTA

SUBDIVISION.THE PROPERTY IS LEGALLY I IRE-

SUBDIVISION 3. 688 ACRES OUT OF LOT 1    , KELLY-PHARR SUBDIVISION,

PHARR,  HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS. THE PROPERTY IS LOCATEDWITHIN
THE 600 BLOCKISUB#170205

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended
approval of the consent agenda.

Comm.    Maldonado movedto approve consent agenda as

recommended. Comm. Carrillo seconded the motion and when put to a vote; it
carried unanimously

SESSIONREGULARAGENDA- OPEN

ITEM 5 ORDINANCESRESOLUTIONS:

CONSIDERATION IF ANY, ON I

2003-04 (TELEPHONE, RADIO, CELLULAR, TELEVISION
TELECOMMUNICATIONS READING

DEVELOPMENT

Juan G.  Guerra,  City Manager,  introduced the item and recommended
approval of the first reading.

Comm. Medina moved to approve as recommended. Comm.  Elizondo

seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.
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B) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
APPLICATION SUBMISSION AND COMMITMENT OF LOCAL MATCH FOR
THE  " PHARR PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS 2017"  TO THE HIDALGO
COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION  ( HCMPO)  FOR

FUNDING ASSISTANCE MADE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE FEDERAL
TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION' S     ( FTA)    SECTION 5310 PROGRAM
ENGINEERING)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and briefly stated
approximately $ 511, 000 in federal funding was available for the project and the
local match commitment is $ 102,000. He further recommended approval.

Comm. Medina moved to approve as recommended. Comm. Maldonado
seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

Resolution No. R-2017-25 is filed with the City Clerk's Office.

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
ACCEPTANCE OF THE HIDALGO COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING
ORGANIZATION' S FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 TRANSPORTATION
ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM    ( TAP)    AWARD FOR THE    " PHARR
COMPREHENSIVE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AND WELLNESS PLAN" AND
AGREEMENT TO LOCAL MATCH  ( ENGINEERING)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and briefly stated
the project was awarded $ 134,000 and the city will provide a local match of

120, 000. He further recommended approval.

Comm.  Carrillo moved to approve as recommended.  Comm.  Medina

seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

Resolution No. R-2017-26 is filed with the City Clerk's Office.

D) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,     IF ANY,     ON RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF THE HIDALGO COUNTY

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION' S FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM (TAP) AWARD FOR THE
PSJA TRI- CITY PEDESTRIAN SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT"

AND AGREEMENT TO LOCAL MATCH  ( ENGINEERING)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and briefly stated
the project was awarded  $ 1, 577,340 through the Transportation Alternatives
Program and the city local match is  $ 352,200.  He further recommended
approval.

Comm.  Medina moved to approve as recommended.  Comm.  Carrillo

seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

Resolution No. R-2017-27 is filed with the City Clerk' s Office.

At this time, Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, stated they would skip item 5E
and go to item 5F. There was no objection.

E)  CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,  IF ANY,  ON RESOLUTION FOR THE
VICTIM COORDINATOR AND LIAISON GRANT (POLICE)

Juan G.  Guerra, City Manager,  introduced the item and recommended
approval.

Comm. Carrillo moved to approve as recommended. Comm. Maldonado
seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.
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Resolution No. R-2017-29 is filed with the City Clerk's Office.

ITEM 6 ADMINISTRATIVE:

ACTION,A) CONSIDERATION AND IF ANY, AWARDING

PURCHASE  &  DELIVERY OF CONCRETE MIX FOR PUBLIC WORKS
ANNUAL USE FY 2016-2017 1 1617-01- 528-0029   (TABLED)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended the
item be untabled.

Comm. Guajardo moved to untable. Comm. Medina seconded the motion
and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, stated staff recommended bid be awarded
o L& R Readyix, L.L.C.

Comm.  Guajardo moved to approve as recommended.  Comm.  Medina

seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

ITEM 7PURCHASING:

CONSIDERATION I     ,  IF ANY,  AUTHORIZINGI

POLICEPHARRO SKYCOP
INC.TOWERS FROM SKYCOP POLICE)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and stated funds will
be reimbursed by Stonegarden grant. He further recommended approval.

Comm.   Maldonado moved to approve as recommended.   Comm.

uajardo seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

I

CONSIDERATIONI     ,   IF ANY,   ON RENEWAL OF

CONTRACT WITH WHOLESALE CHEMICAL

POLYMER FOR THE WATER AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT
PLANT (PUBLIC UTILITIES)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended
approval.

Comm. Carrillo moved to approve as recommended. Comm. Maldonado
seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

CONSIDERATIONI     , ICO-SPONSORSHIP

THE INTERNATIONAL GAMING EXPO 7 AND FOR THE USE OF

THE BOGGUS FORD EVENTS CENTER ON JULY 28, 29 AND 30TH,
2017 ( INNOVATION

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended
approval.

Comm. Medina moved to approve as recommended. Comm. Cuajardo
seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

At this time, Juan G.  Guerra, City Manager,  stated they would deviate
from the agenda and go into closed session. There was no objection.
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ITEM 10 CLOSED SESSION: ICC CE WITH CHAPTER 551 OF THE

TEXAS T.  CODE,  THE PHARR BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

HEREBY GIVES NOTICE THAT IT MAY MEETI CLOSED  ( NOW

PUBLIC)  EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSSE ITEMS LISTED ON

THE PUBLIC PORTION OF THE MEETING

The time being 5:32 p. m., Mayor Hernandez stated the commission would

be entering into closed session in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas
Govt. Code to discuss agenda items listed in the public portion of the agenda and

s
Pursuant to Sections 551. 071, 551. 072, 551. 074, 551. 076, 551. 084 and 551. 087.

ITEM 11 RECONVENE:

The time being 5;57 p. m.,  Mayor Hernandez stated the commission

would be resuming the open meeting.

ITEM 5 ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:

CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,   IF ANY,   ON RESOLUTION

ACQUIREPROPERTY F U LIC U     ( DEVELOPMENT E VICE  )

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended
approval as discussed in closed session.

Comm. Medina moved to approve as recommended. Comm. Guajardo

seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

Resolution No. R-2017-28 is filed with the City Clerk's Office.

ITEM 8 CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS:
r

CONSIDERATION AND ACTI.    ,  IF ANY, AND UPDATE J C

CHILI- DIP (ADMINISTRATION)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended
approval as discussed in closed session.

Comm. Carrillo moved to approve as recommended. Comm. Guajardo

seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

ITEM 9 LEGAL:

CONSULTATION WITHLEGAL CONCERNING DAHLI STREET

PROJECT (ADMINISTRATION)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended
approval as discussed in closed session.

Comm.  Medina moved to approve as recommended.  Comm.  Carrillo

seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

ATTORNEY UPDATE ON TML- IRP CLAIM 1200193624; LAURA LEE
RAMIREZ VS. CITY OF PHARR, ET. AL. (ADMINISTRATION)

Juan G. Guerra, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended
approval as discussed in closed session.

Comm. Medina moved to approve as recommended. Comm. Guajardo
seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.
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ITEM 12 ADJOURNMENT:

There being no other business to come before the board,  Comm.  Guajardo

moved to adjourn. Comm. Medina seconded the motion and when put to a vote, the
motion carried unanimously.   Meeting adjourned at 5: 58 p. m.

CITY OF PHARR

AMBROSIO H ANDEZ

MAYOR

STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HIDALGO

CITY OF PHARR

ON THIS THE 17th DAY OF APRIL 2017 the Board of Commissioners of the City
of Pharr, Texas convened in a REGULAR CALLED MEETING at the Commissioner's
Room located at 118 S. Cage, 2nd Floor, Pharr, Texas.  The meeting being open to the
public and notice of said meeting, giving the date, place, subject, hereof, having been
posted in accordance with Chapter 551, Texas Government Code (Open Meetings Act)
and there being present a quorum, 1, HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK, of the City of
Pharr, Texas, certify that this is a true and correct copy of the minutes.

ATTEST:

ki—LDAPEDRAZA, CITY CLER

APPROVED: May 1, 2017
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